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CPO’s Desk
Status of India’s Forests:
Indian State Forest Report 2021
The Indian State Forest Report 2021, developed by Forest Survey of India, was released in January 2022.
The ISFR 2021 presents the latest status of the 'Forest cover' and 'Tree cover' of the country, estimates of
growing stock, the extent of trees outside forests, mangrove cover, bamboo resources, and assessment of
forest carbon stock. The report denotes Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Odisha, Karnataka and Jharkhand are
listed as the top five states with increased forest cover.
The 17th biennial assessment of India’s forests by the Forest Survey of India, an organisation under the
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) was published in 2021. The ISFR 2021
presents the latest status of the 'Forest cover' and 'Tree cover' of the country, estimates of growing stock,
the extent of trees outside forests, mangrove cover, bamboo resources, and assessment of forest carbon
stock.
A special chapter on “Forest Cover assessment in Tiger reserves and Tiger corridor areas of the country
and decadal change in Forest Cover” has been included this time round. Along with these, new initiatives
taken up in the last two years by the Forest Survey of India (FSI) team are also being presented as a special
chapter.

India's progress towards achieving the Nationally Determined Contribution commitments is also included as
part of the chapter on Forest carbon assessment.

Major Findings:
The total forest and tree cover of the country is 80.9 million hectare which is 24.62 percent of the
geographical area of the country. As compared to the assessment of 2019, there is an increase of 2,261
sq. km. in the total forest and tree cover of the country. Out of this, the increase in the forest cover has
been observed as 1,540 sq. km. and that in tree cover is 721 sq. km.
Increase in forest cover has been observed in open forest followed by very dense forest. Top three states
showing increase in forest cover are Andhra Pradesh (647 sq. km.) followed by Telangana (632 sq. km.) and
Odisha (537 sq. km.).
Area-wise Madhya Pradesh has the largest forest cover in the country followed by Arunachal Pradesh,
Chhattisgarh, Odisha and Maharashtra. In terms of forest cover as percentage of total geographical area,
the top five States are Mizoram (84.53%), Arunachal Pradesh (79.33%), Meghalaya (76.00%), Manipur
(74.34%) and Nagaland (73.90%).
While the 2021 assessment of forests of Maharashtra shows a marginal increase in overall forest cover,
the heavily forested Gadchiroli district shows a decrease in forest cover of over 14.0 sq. kilometres.
(Author heads the Science and Technology Resource Centre -STRC,
Gondwana University, Gadchiroli)

(Source of information: Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change-MoEFCC, Govt of India)
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Floral Calendar
Floral Calendar Series (January 2022)

(Lesser-known Wild Vegetables of Gadchiroli district)
S.N.

Botanical name

1

Antidesma acidum Retz.

2

Boerhavia diffusa (L.)

3

Chenopodium album L.

4

Celastrus paniculatus Willd

Local Name

सपु ेला
खापरखटु ी
बटवा भाजी
पपिंपळीचा बार

Availability
Pan Gadchiroli
Pan Gadchiroli
Pan Gadchiroli
Pan Gadchiroli

Antidesma acidum Retz. (सुपेला)
It is a shrub under the Euphorbiaceae family. It is commonly found across
Gadchiroli. Locals make ‘Ambati’ from its leaves and also add them in ‘Dal /
Varan’.
Traditionally leaves of Antidesma acidum Retz. are being used to treat
stomach ailments in children such as indigestion induced pain.

Boerhavia diffusa (L.) (खापरखुटी)
It belongs to Nyctaginaceae family. Found commonly throughout
Gadchiroli, its leaves areused as vegetable which contains Punarnavine

(Alkaloids), ß sitosterol (Phytosterols), Boerhavine (Xanthones) and
Potassium nitrate (Salts) etc.

Chenopodium album L. (बटवा भाजी)
It belongs to family Chenopodiaceae. A wild flowering plant commonly
found in the rice / vegetable farm-land. It’s consumed as a wild vegetable
and used for treatment of sunstroke, urinary tract infections and skin
problem.

Celastrus paniculatus Willd (पपप
िं ळीचा बार)
It belongs to Celastraceae family. Commonly found across Gadchiroli
district, its flowers are used as vegetable. According to Greco-Arabic
Yunani medicine, the oil of the C. paniculatus seed has a history of being
used to treat weakness, alleviate symptoms of asthma, reduce headache,
cure joint pain and arthritis.
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Field Story
Field Story on Application of Herbicide

“If there was no goal, you would have seen a lot of weeds in my
field today” says Mr. Ranjit Pal, a farmer from Kotgal village in
Gadchiroli. Mr. Pal has planted safflower (Carthamus tinctorius) in

his 1.0 acre of land and has used Goal, a pre-emergence herbicide for
the safflower crop. He had earlier applied GOAL in his paddy crop
(cultivated using Saguna Rice Technique) for the first time and had
tasted success in making his crop weed-free for a considerable time
period. Post its application, on seeing such good results of herbicide he
was curious to know more about the same from STRC and since then
has been using this herbicide in vegetable cultivation too.
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