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Past few years have witnessed that knowledge sharing has moved to the centre of global 
development as a third pillar complementing nancial and technical assistance. In this day 
and age, knowledge sharing can be a driver for achieving our goal to educate, enable and 
empower under-served communities through multiple innovative ways and means of 
disseminating needful information and development ideas. 

Science & Technology Resource Centre (STRC) is engaged in nding solutions to 
developmental challenges of the tribal communities of Gadchiroli region through application of 
appropriate science and technology. STRC believes, various community platforms can be 
created to share knowledge and address developmental concerns of focused community 
groups such as; Artisans, Farmers (Vegetable/Fish/Paddy), Traditional Healers, School 
Children etc. This article lays emphasis on STRC's recent efforts on knowledge sharing with 
Farmers' Groups and School Children.

Under this, STRC is working on developing multiple platforms of knowledge sharing through 
innovative action-oriented modules, namely; Farmers' Open School (FOS) catering to groups of 
marginal farmers and Environment Education for Ashramshala Schools (EES) targeting 
school children in the age group of 12 to14. In the phase I of the initiative, ve (05) Farmers' 
Open Schools targeting 100 farmers (20 farmers per FOS) and ten (10) Ashramshala Schools 
catering to 300 children (30 per school) will be covered.

While FOS would disseminate hands-on knowledge through action-oriented modules in 
multiple focused group sessions on Advance Agronomy Practices (sowing to harvesting), 
productivity enhancement and post-harvest technologies, EES on the other hand, would focus 
on providing beyond-the-walls knowledge on environment, conservation, oral and faunal 
diversity in the immediate vicinity for young school children.

The author heads Science & Technology Resource Centre, 
Gondwana University Gadchiroli

Innovative Informal ways of Knowledge Sharing; STRC's 

Initiatives to connect with Farmer Groups and School Children
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A joint meeting of the Governing Body (GB) and the Program Advisory Board (PAB) of Science & 
Technology Resource Centre, Gondwana University, Gadchiroli was organized at the new 
Examination Building of Gondwana University, Gadchiroli on 16th September 2022. The said 
meeting was organized under the chairmanship of Dr. C. D. Mayee Chairman Governing Body - 
STRC and Dr. Prashant Bokare Chairman Program Advisory Board – STRC (the Hon'ble Vice 
Chancellor Gondwana University, Gadchiroli) to review the project progress and to take 
important decisions to take the project forward. Shri Ashis Gharai, Chief Program Ofcer & 
Head - STRC and Member Secretary GB-PAB presented the project progress before the 
esteemed members of both bodies (participated through physical and virtual mode). Members 
expressed their happiness with the recent progress made under the project since the last 
meeting and provided their valuable inputs and suggestions to further improve the project 
implementation and impact. The rst draft of Vaidu Directory and the STRC Bamboo Product 
Portfolio were unveiled during the meeting. The meeting was followed by the inauguration of a 
Vaidu Chikitsalaya; a platform to promote traditional healers and healing practices. 

Joint meeting of the Governing Body and the Program Advisory 

Board of STRC-GUG

STRC inaugurated ‘Vaidya Chikitsalay’; a unique initiative to promote Traditional Healers and 
Healing practices’ in the premises of Science and Technology Resource Centre, Gondwana 
University, Gadchiroli on 16th September 2022. The program aims to provide regular platform 
for traditional healers to exercise traditional healing practices and to make indigenous 
traditional medicinal treatment available and accessible to local communities. Around 30 
Traditional Healers from Gadchiroli participated in the 
inaugural event. Dr. M. N. Suryawanshi, Assistant Director, 
Regional Ayurveda Research Institute (RARI), Nagpur was 
invited as the Chief Guest for the event. Dr. C. D. Mayee, 
Chairman, Governing Body (STRC-GUG), Dr. Prashant 
Bokare, Hon'ble Vice Chancellor, Gondwana University, 
Gadchiroli, and Smt. Pragati Gokhale (Advisor and ofce in-
charge, RGSTC, Nagpur) addressed the gathering and 
provided insight to the future scope of such a unique 
initiative.

Vaidya Chikitsalay
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Science & Technology Resource Centre, Gondwana University, Gadchiroli organized a 20-day 
‘Training cum Production Workshop in Bamboo Craft’ for Savitri Bai Phule Women Self Help 
Group at Priti Adivasi Ashram School, Armori was held during  6th to 26th September 2022. 

The idea behind the initiative is to build a network of decentralized production setup to 
promote entrepreneurship around the region. Standard Operating Procedure for Bamboo 
Lotus Flower and Bouquet developed by STRC was used as a module to train members of the 
WSHG. At the end of this intensive training program, 07 Women SHG were now trained in 
Bamboo Lotus and they could manage to generate about INR 25,000/- of revenue. These 
women would act as supplier of raw material to Model Production Unit (MPU) at STRC along 
side creating their own customer base.

Training cum Production Workshop in Bamboo Craft 
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Science & Technology Resource Centre, Gondwana University, Gadchiroli was invited to 
participate in a seminar cum round table discussion on “Bamboo as a Resource Material for 
construction in Rural Maharashtra: Present Status and Future Possibilities”, jointly organised 
by Centre for Technology Alternatives for Rural Areas (CTARA)- Indian Institute of Technology, 
Bombay and Maharashtra Bamboo Promotion Foundation (MBPF), Mumbai on 17th 
September 2022. 

During the seminar, researchers from CTARA and young architecture / engineers apprised the 
audience on Bamboo Construction related projects followed by a round table discussion on the 
“Challenges and Opportunities in Developing Bamboo as a Construction Material”. Learning 
from the workshop would help us incorporate the scope of Bamboo as a Structural material 
into STRC framework.

Science & Technology Resource Centre, 
Gondwana University, Gadchiroli hosted a group 
of 50 social work students from Phule - Ambedkar 
College of Social Work, Gadchiroli on 17th 
September 2022. The students were exposed to 
the system dynamics of the social sector. STRC 
addressed the gathering and provided an 
overview of STRC efforts in general and 
opportunities and challenges in natural resource 
centric livelihoods in particular. 

Seminar on Bamboo Construction for Rural Maharashtra : 
Present status and Future Possibilities

STRC Addressed Students from 
Phule - Ambedkar College of Social 
Work, Gadchiroli about System 
Dynamics in Social Development 
Sector
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On 10th September 2022, a team from Science & 
Technology Resource Centre,  Gondwana 
University, Gadchiroli visited Bongoan in Gondia 
District under the Maharashtra Gene Bank Project 
to gain rst-hand experience and understanding of 
key processes of natural lake water ecosystem 
replication. Learning from the exposure one to 
replicate similar initiatives in the Gadchiroli region.

STRC team visited Gene Bank 
Project, Bongoan, Gondia
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